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government; every man was secure in his own, the
Taw protected the citizen, the fields brought forth
their increase, and the husbandman gathered into
his barns, undisturbed by foreign foes or internal
marauders.

To Richelieu is given the praise or blame of cast-
ing in a definite mould the character of the French
government, the forms of administration, and the
tendencies   of   national   growth.     The judgment
passed upon his work varies with the political be-
liefs of the judge and his reading of French history.
The Cardinal imparted vigour to the administration,
he resisted the lawlessness of the great nobles, he
checked the insubordination of the Huguenots, the
authority of the King became unquestioned and un-
controlled.    As a result, France assumed a leading
position among the great powers, the way was pre-
pared for the supremacy of Louis XIV. in European
politics,  and  for important accessions to French
territory.

But the question remains, whether different tend-
encies could have been given to national growth,
whether a government could have been formed
possessing vigour, yet restrained by law; whether
liberty could have been obtained without the need
of revolution, and the country have gained its glory
at a less price.

Richelieu found French politics in a condition
where a strong man could greatly modify their de-
velopment. Under Louis XIV., even throwing out
of consideration the personal character of the mon-
arch, it was too late; the die had been cast, theountry
